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MINUTES OF THE GROBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 1ST APRIL 2019 AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES COMMENCING AT 7.00PM 

 
Councillors Present:  Cllr Gunn (Vice-Chairman) 

Cllrs Baker, Batty, Beck, Coley, Hollick, Lincoln, Lindsay, Marvin, 
Richardson, Sleath and Smith 

 
Also Present:  The Clerk  

Borough Councillor Cartwright 
11 members of the public 
 
The Chairman announced that the meeting was being recorded. 

 
It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Coley should act as vice-chair at the meeting. 
 

COU/229/18-19     Apologies for Absence  
  

Apologies were received from Cllrs Rigby and Emmerson 
 

COU/230/18-19  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Lincoln declared an interest in any item relating to Groby Allotments 
Cllr Hollick declared an interest in any item relating to Groby Village Hall. 
Cllr Richardson declared an interest in any item relating to Groby Allotments 
Cllr Gunn declared an interest in any item relating to Parish Council land adjacent to land 
owned by his family. 
Cllr Sleath declared a personal/non-pecuniary in Groby Scouts 
 

COU/231/18-19 Minutes  
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2019 
 
Revised minutes were issued to Members at the meeting. 
 
Cllr Batty had asked for the following amendment to be added to minute ref COU/215/18-
19 as follows:  
 
A copy of Cycling and the Law was produced which states that “it is a Criminal Offence to 
ride a cycle on a pavement or any footpath where there is a by-law prohibiting cycling on 
a footpath”  Also, a copy of an article in the Daily Telegraph was produced featuring a 
statement by a High Court Judge about the dangers of people breaking the Law by 
cycling on footpaths and that if they appeared in Court having injured a pedestrian they 
would be sent to jail. 
 
It was agreed to alter the minutes accordingly 
 
It was resolved by majority decision that the minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 
2019, with the agreed amendment be signed by the Chair as a true record. There was 1 
abstention 
 
Closed Session Minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2019 
 
It was resolved that due to the sensitive nature of the minutes that these are discussed 
during closed session 
 

COU/232/18-19 Matters Arising 
 

Cllr Batty raised that placing the allotments in trust, as previously discussed, should be 
included on a future agenda 
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Cllr Gunn informed Members of a fire in Martinshaw Little Wood the previous evening and 
advised that both the police and fire brigade had been in attendance.  As cut wood left in 
the area contributed to the fire, it was agreed that this should be included on the next Parks 
& Cemetery agenda 
 
COU/220/18-19 – Correspondence item 59.  A reply from Leicestershire County Council to 
the Clerk’s email was included in Members’ packs.  Concern was raised about the safety 
implications to pedestrians from the remains of the lamp posts left in situ. It was also added 
that that the street lighting testing that the Parish Council had had to undertake to allow 
hanging baskets on the lamp posts had identified that some lamp posts had failed and that 
these faults had been rectified, so why had this not been done to the lights on Sacheverell 
Way?  The Clerk was asked to reply with these points and to say that the Parish Council is 
not satisfied with the response given to the meeting, as it does not deal with the main issue 
reported in the Clerk’s original email 
 

COU/233/18-19    Clerks Report 
 

1. SLCC meeting 
 

The Clerk reported that the Deputy Clerk and herself had attended the quarterly Clerks’ 
meeting on 12th March and reported on the following: 

• That the law regarding accessibility to websites is changing and that all current 
websites must be compliant by 23/9/2020 and that the law requires that websites 
have ‘’openness by design’’  

• That a representative from a cemetery design specialist company gave a 
presentation, which was extremely informative and useful regarding the 
development of the cemetery extension.  The representative explained which tests 
the Environment Agency require to be undertaken and the costs involved.  The 
Clerk recommended that the Council considers undertaking the tests required and 
draws up a design (providing the tests are satisfactory)  

• The Clerk reported that at the meeting she was made aware that the new 
regulations are that the agenda containing the items that discuss the end of year 
accounts now requires 14 days’ notice 

• The Clerk reported that a recent court of appeal ruling ruled against a Parish 
Council at a hearing in October last year as a tree survey commissioned every 3 
years is not sufficient safeguard to protect Parish Council’s from insurance claims 
etc  She advised that the Council undertakes the interim/annual tree surveys that 
are recommended by the Council’s tree specialist.  The Clerk was asked to check 
that these are sufficient in relation to the recent court case 

• The Clerk raised that the grounds staff have requested to move the concrete 
bollards at the side of the car park at Quarry Park to the other side of the car park 
to prevent vehicular access onto the grass.  It was agreed by majority decision to 
refer the matter to the Parks & Cemetery Committee, as concerns were raised 
regarding access for emergency vehicles and it was also felt that a risk assessment 
should be undertaken 

 
2. CiC - AGM 

 
The Clerk informed Members that she had attended the AGM for the Groby Meadow CIC 
on Tuesday 19th March, as the Clerk to the Council is the Secretary to the CiC,  
 

3. Insurance Claim - Flaxfield Close 
 

The latest update on the long running insurance claim was included in Member’s packs, 
which included a request for the maintenance on the hedge 
The Clerk was asked to supply the information requested 
 

COU/234/18-19 Public Participation  
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 In accordance with Standing Order 36.3 the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.23pm 
for 20 minutes to allow for public participation. 

 
 A resident presented a petition to the Clerk and spoke about the recent removal of items 

from graves by the Parish Council.  He explained that this action was extremely upsetting 
and had caused anger from members of the public. 

 
 Councillors explained that members of the Parish Council could not respond to the resident, 

as the Council is dealing with it as a formal complaint.  At this point the resident handed 
the Clerk a letter withdrawing the complaint, so that he could speak at the meeting 

 
 The subject was then discussed at length 
  
 The resident explained that he understood that the cemetery needs to be kept clean and 

tidy but did not agree with the way that the matter had been dealt with 
 
 Other residents present at the meeting also raised concerns and added that they felt that 

the enforcement of the regulations had not been ‘even handed’.  
  
 Standing Orders were suspended for a further 15 minutes at 7.44pm 
 
 Cllr Gunn explained that it is a decision of the Council as a whole, to remove items that do 

not comply with the regulations and that it was not just the Chairman of the Council, as 
reported on social media. 

 
 A resident asked whether the sign at the cemetery, informing of the rules and regulations 

could be re-sited 
 
 The resident stated that as the council were listening to their concerns that he would 

withdraw his Freedom of Information requests 
 
 Cllr Gunn informed the residents that the matter would probably be referred to the Parks & 

Cemetery Committee and that members of the public are welcome to attend. 
 
 For data protection reasons the Clerk asked if the members of the public were happy to be 

contacted regarding the Parks & Cemetery Committee meeting.  All the members of the 
public present agreed to provide their contact details, for this purpose 

  
 Standing Orders were suspended for a further 15 minutes at 7.59pm 
 
COU/235/18-19   Borough Councillors’ Report 
 

The report was distributed to Members at the meeting.  
 
Cllr Cartwright thanked Counclilors for their support over the past 12 years 
He reported that there had been recent vehicle break-ins and that a suspect had been 
apprehended by the police and that stolen items had been recovered 
 
As Chairman of the Steering Group he reported that he had received a positive response 
from the Borough Council, following the meeting held on 18th January 2019 
 
Cllr Gunn thanked Cllr Cartwright for his service, on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Standing Orders were suspended for a further 2 minutes 
 
Cllr Gunn extended his best wishes to Cllr Hollick, as Borough Councillor. 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 8.17pm 
 

COU/236/18-19    County Councillor’s Report 
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The Clerk submitted Cllr O’Shea’s apologies 
The report was included in Members’ packs and was noted 
 

COU/237/18-19 Police Report 
 

The Police report was included in Members’ packs and was noted 
 

COU/238/18-19 Payment of accounts  
 

Payee Details 
Net 

Amount £ 
Vat               
£ Gross            £ 

Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council Cemetery Rates 141.08 0.00 141.08 

Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council Office & Premises Rates 207.51 0.00 207.51 

Investec Telephone System & service fee 114.00 22.80 136.80 

Groby Village Hall 

Quarterly Village Hall rent  

375.00 0.00 375.00 

Various March 2019 Salaries 6,194.90 0.00 6,194.90 

HMRC Tax & NI - March 2019 1,589.92 0.00 1,589.92 

LCC LGPS - pension March 2019 2,055.57 0.00 2,055.57 

GPC Employees Mileage-Feb/March 2019 287.57 0.00 287.57 

GPC Employee Clerks Re-imbursement 47.74 0.00 47.74 

Pubpay Payroll x 2 months 48.30 9.66 57.96 

Legal & General Ill Health Liability Insurance  682.34 0.00 682.34 

Granart Kerb Inscriptions x 2 118.00 0.00 118.00 

M & BG Ltd Grass Maintenance-Feb 19 1,666.66 333.33 1,999.99 

Groby Street Fair Pitch & table 30.00 0.00 30.00 

Knights plc Professional Charges 371.00 74.20 445.20 

AquAid Water x2 17.00 3.40 20.40 

Noticeboard Company 
(UK) Ltd Spare keys & Lock for noticeboard 8.49 1.70 10.19 

LRALC Ltd Training 40.00 0.00 40.00 

DLNR Community 
Rehabilitation 
Company Ltd 

Work undertaken Oct18-Jan21st 
2019 400.00 80.00 480.00 

Espo Parks PPE & Office Consumables 63.85 12.77 76.62 

MAP Waste Waste Collection 33.20 6.64 39.84 

Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council Removal of graffiti 401.27 80.25 481.52 

Sunningdale’s Parks Supplies 41.63 8.32 49.95 

Ashenden Tree Ltd Tree Work x 2 days 900.00 0.00 900.00 

BLM VAT payment 85.80   85.80 

Fosse Computers 
Install anti-virus setup, backup, 
check 52.50 0.00 52.50 

Cllr Rigby Flowers for staff/Cllrs over the past 
12 months 

210.00 0.00 210.00 

The Clerk 
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Hulls Aerials & 
Electrical Ltd Electrical Work-investigate fault 

35.00 7.00 42.00 

  16,218.33 640.07 16,858.40 

 

Name Details 
Amount        

£ 

Anstey & District Cemetery Fees 298.00 

Local Resident Cemetery Fees 292.00 

Local Resident Cemetery Fees 155.00 

Co-op  Cemetery Fees 251.00 

Local Resident Cemetery Fees 206.00 

Festive Lighting refund -Lawnwood Trees 120.00 

Local Resident Cemetery Fees 206.00 

      

 Total 1,528.00 

 
It was agreed that ‘no payment due’ should be removed from expenditure item b 
The Clerk explained that the Deputy Clerk was querying the amount for the graffiti removal.  
It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk should withhold the payment until she had 
received a satisfactory response regarding the amount charged by Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council 
It was unanimously resolved to make the payments that were presented to the meeting 
and recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee. excluding the disputed 
payment for graffiti removal 
 
Cllr Batty asked if the Clerk had received the rent from Druck Ltd for the car park.  The 
Clerk reported that this payment had still not been received.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
should write to the company to explain that the company would be given two weeks to pay 
and then the interest would be added, as per the contract. 
The Income listed was noted 
 

COU/239/18-19 Financial Reports 
 
The budget report and bank reconciliation statement were included in Members’ packs and 
were noted 
 
Cllr Coley reported that Cllr Beck and himself had vericated that the bank reconciliation 
figure matched the figure on the bank statement and had signed it accordingly. 
 

COU/240/18-19     Correspondence 
 
 

68 
Leicestershire 

Footpath 
Association 

Newsletter Spring 2018 This was noted 

69 A Resident 
Traffic enforcement – 

Ratby Road 

Parking on the pavement and the 
resident’s letter was discussed at 
length.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
should reply thanking the resident for 
their letter and explaining that several 
Councillors brought up suggestions, 
which may help and that the Council 
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will put these points to the County 
Council via Councillor O’Shea 

70 A Resident 
Formal Complaint & 
Freedom of Information 
Requests 

These were withdrawn by the resident 
earlier in the meeting 

71 

Hinckley & 
Bosworth 
Borough 
Council 

TEN application – 
Elizabeth Woodville 
Primary School 

This was noted 

72 A Resident 
Compliment regarding 
the cemetery  

This was noted 

 
The Chairman re-ordered the agenda, so that agenda item 18 was discussed as the next 
item 
 

 COU/241/18-19    73rd Leicester Groby Scouts 
 

Concerns were raised about whether the scout group’s insurance cover is adequate.  The 
Clerk was asked to forward the concerns to the scout group, so that the group could supply 
the answers in time for the proposed EGM 
 
Cllr Sleath declared his personal interest, as he is on the scout executive, part of the staff 
team and his children belong to the scouts 
 
In reply to a question regarding whether the scouts would allow the council to undertake its 
own survey, Cllr Sleath gave a history of the former surveys that had either been proposed 
or undertaken in the vicinity and explained that he had arranged for a subsidence expert to 
conduct the recent survey.  The survey had been included in Members’ packs. 
 
Cllr Gunn explained to the members of the scout group present at the meeting that a 
decision on the lease would not be made at the meeting and acknowledged their frustration 
and explained that it was important to give it the time required to get it right. 
 
The Clerk was requested to arrange a Scout Liaison Working Party meeting by the end of 
the following week. 
 
Following a heated debate, Cllr Batty requested the Clerk to minute the following: 
 
Cllr Sleath has alleged that I (Cllr Batty) had tried to influence a member of staff.  I (Cllr 
Batty) request a full investigation by the council and a copy of the report of the findings of 
the investigation. 
 
The Clerk was asked to obtain 3 quotes for a survey to be carried out by an independent 
structural surveyor/engineer with their own indemnity insurance 
 
Standing Orders were suspended at 9.20pm for 2 minutes to allow members of the scout 
executive to speak 
 
Members of the Scouts Executive present at the meeting gave consent for the Parish 
Council to undertake a land/building survey at the Council’s expense. 
 
It was resolved by majority decision to defer the matter to an EGM.  Cllr Sleath abstained 
 
Cllr Sleath left the meeting at 9.22pm  
 

COU/242/18-19 Finance and General Purposes Committee 
 

The following recommendations from the meeting held on 4th March 2019 were discussed: 

• The Clerk was requested to change the income for the LCC grass cutting to reflect 
the new amount.   
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• The Clerk was also asked to check the accuracy of the figure for income heading 
1600, as the income recorded for 2018/19 is £1315.  It was agreed to recommend 
that the extra income should be allocated to staff uniforms. 

• The Clerk had reported that she had received confirmation from Hinckley and 
Bosworth Borough Council that the election cost for the 2019 election would be 
£3,500.  Members noted that this was £500 less that the amount in the budget, so 
it was agreed to recommend that the that the £4,000 in the current budget is c/fwd 
to the 2019/20 budget, to cover for the shortfall.  The Clerk requested support from 
the finance package provider for end of year back up.  She advised that the on-
line support should be adequate.  It was agreed to recommend the on-line support 
for the Clerk, as requested 

 
It was unanimously resolved to accept the above recommendations 
 
The following recommendations from the meeting held on 27th March 2019 were discussed: 
 
The budget was reviewed and the following recommended: 
 

• £8,000 be moved from EMR 326 to admin salaries to cover the deficit 

• £2,250 be moved from EMR 321 4703 for the architect fees 

• £5,200 be moved from EMR 325 to 4570 for the allotment wall 
 

It was resolved by majority decision to accept the above recommendations.  Councillors 
Lincoln and Richardson abstained 
 
The budget was reviewed and it was agreed to recommend the following changes: 
 

• Increase 1100 Grants Received to £9,000 

• Increase 1500 Cemetery Fees to £10,000 

• Increase 4180 Subscriptions to £1,700 

• Increase 4182 External Reports to £2,500 

• Increase 4191 Internal Audit to £1,500 

• Reduce 4192 External Audit to £1,000 

• Increase 4210 Travelling to £2,700 

• Increase 4230 H&S to £3,000 
 

Cllr Sleath re-joined the meeting at 9.27pm 
 

It was resolved by majority decision to accept the above recommendations.  Cllr Sleath 

abstained as he was not in the room when the matter was discussed 
 

COU/24318-19     Planning & Development Committee 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2019 were noted 
 

COU/24418-19     Parks & Cemetery Committee 
 

Standing Orders were suspended at 9.30pm to allow a member of the public to speak 
 
The member of the public asked the council to consider ideas to help resolve GE Sensing’s 
parking problems.  
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 9.35pm 
The following recommendations from the committee were discussed and agreed, as 
follows: 
 

Committee Recommendations Action agreed 

It was agreed to recommend that a 3% 
increase on Cemetery Fees and to also 
recommend that a retainer fee is 

It was resolved by majority decision to 
increase the cemetery fees, but it was 
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introduced going forward for those 
residents who are purchasing an 
exclusive right of burial in advance. 
 

agreed to ask the committee to re-
consider implementing the retainer fee  
 

A request was received from the grounds 
staff for block paving for around the rose 
beds and grave marker.  Agreed to 
recommend these are purchased @31p 
each, 100 blocks needed 

The request was resolved by majority 
decision 

 

Members were shown a photo of a tree 
that had unauthorised work done to it and 
it was agreed to recommend that the 
Clerk would contact the tree officer at 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council as 
the tree may be under a tree preservation 
order. 

The Clerk updated Members that the 
planning department at Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council had confirmed 
that the tree did not have a tree 
preservation order on it.  Members were 
of the understanding that there is a 
blanket order it that location, so the Clerk 
was asked to check 
 

Members were shown a photo of stones 
that were placed on Parish Council Land 
and it was agreed to recommend writing 
to resident to remove stones on grass. 

This was resolved by majority decision 

The Clerk informed Members that she had 
spoken to the neighbourhood warden 
regarding the fly tipping on Queen 
Elizabeth ll and it was agreed to 
recommend that a letter is sent to all 
neighbours along that row. 

This was resolved by majority decision 

The committee recommended for the 
ground staff to decide where the bench on 
Highfield Amenity Area is to be re-
positioned 

This was resolved by majority decision 
 

Members discussed a resident complaint 
regarding adults using play equipment on 
Quarry Park. It was recommended to 
write to GE Sensing and to monitor usage 

This was noted 
 
 

Members recommended and agreed in 
principle for grass matting to be placed. at 
QE11 Park.  The Clerk was asked to 
source prices. 

This was unanimously resolved 
 
 

It was recommended to leave pitch fees 
as they are. 

This was unanimously resolved 
 

It was agreed to recommend that a letter 
is sent to GE Sensing asking if they would 
tell their employees not to park on Ratby 
Road, and to offer 20 car parking spaces 
at Sycamore Drive on a trial basis for a 
couple of months.  It was suggested that a 
meeting is arranged beforehand to 
discuss parking with GE Sensing.  It was 
recommended that The Clerk and Deputy 
Clerk write to GE Sensing to arrange a 
meeting with Cllrs Hollick and Richardson. 

This above recommendation was 
discussed and it was unanimously 
resolved that the Parish Council should 
commit a total of 50 places on it’s car 
parks, on a trial basis, as follows: 30 on 
Sycamore Drive, 15 on Stamford Park 
and 5 on Marina Park 
 
 

The Clerk updated Members on a current 
incident that had gone to court and 
strongly recommends that we adhere to 
the report on the tree inspections where it 
stipulates 1,2 & 3 yearly inspections 

This was discussed during the Clerk’s 
Report 
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Following receipt of a letter from 
a resident requesting play 
equipment on Flaxfield Amenity 
Area, it was recommended to 
write and thank the resident but 
as it is near Highfield Amenity 
Area, will investigate improving 
the equipment here as a result of 
their letter. 

This was agreed 
 
 

 
COU/245/18-19    Community Liaison 
 

It was resolved by majority decision to defer this item to the EGM 
 

COU/246/18-19    G.E. Measurement & Sensing 
 
It was resolved by majority decision to defer this item to the EGM 
 

COU/247/18-19    Code of Conduct 
 

It was unanimously resolved to defer this item to the EGM and ask the Clerk to seek clarity 
whether the draft document is legally compliant from both the Monitoring Officer and 
LRALC 
 

COU/248/18-19    To consider moving the bus shelter from Leicester Road to Laundon Way  
 

It was agreed that this should be brought back to a future meeting 
 

COU/249/18-19    Staff matters  
 

The Chairman proposed and it was RESOLVED, unanimously, to exclude the public and 
press from the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 for the 
reason that the nature of the business being discussed was of a confidential and sensitive 
nature, and that matters appertaining to employment were of a confidential nature 
 

COU/250/18-19    Date of next meeting 
 

The date of the next scheduled meeting to be confirmed 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The meeting closed at 10.15pm. 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………..                Date ……………………........... 
                         Chairman   


